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’I‘EST MONY AT CORONER’S

HOUR OF DEATH—MI}VIDE NCE, OF" CORROBO-

! RATIVE NATURE—NO NEW DDVELOPMENTS,

RIFL“IABLE WITNESSES TESTI]T‘Y TO EEARING
SHOT—CASE BAFFLES ormczms
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THat “the death of John J. Sturgus was- due bo a g'un-
‘shot w und, injuring the heart and gther.or
the shdt whmh caused his death Was fired from a
the harids of parties unknown with §j
“verdict rendered by the jury

108, and that
gun in"
tent to 1d1” wasd the
that héard the testlmony in .

the corgner’s inquést held yesterday fternoon.

Nd New Deyelopments.
With Jddge Leopold David presiding
. the inquisiticn upon the body of Stur-
gus wus ealled at 2:30, . The follow-
ing .\vere‘iinpaneled and sworn in as
jurors: dJack Cailin, Charles Cadwai-
lader, R.10. Albritton, H. J. Emaxd,,
: Carl Mu_.r't n and Lyle Lu_r.son.

Asgsistant Prosecuting Attormey J. 5.

Tiuitt repmsented the government.
‘Testimony-of-the -variouss witnesses
hraught oftt no new dev’élopmentg “gnd
the verdigt: rcn(lergd'\vas’ freely pre-
dicted. v '

clNuit's '];"cstimony.

dohn MENtt, special night wateh-
man nnd' re patral, paid by the mer-
chanta, was the first witness and the

evidence cwulged Hid not vary partic-

“cading to| the second stery of the Ky-
.\-ig building, cecupied as living quars
ters. " He ex['ilained that in his duties
af “patrolman he watehed the fires in
the different buildings and occasion- !k
ily “stoked up.” Leaving the Hewit!
building, pvhere he had fixed the fur-
nce fire] MeNutt, on his rounds
jussed.at|the vear of the Kyvig build-
ing \\hel‘c he notlced 1 lying
prone m,the path which teads from
Fourth avenuc ¢0 the premises. Me-
Nutt testified that he presumed the
na, wnsmn ordinary drunk whom he

Jg‘not recognize as Sturgus from the
r‘ack that after failing to get a ret
$ponse td his efforts to get the man ap
AteNutt pravted after Sturgus, as was
‘tis custom in previcus cases of a simi-
McNutt testified thut the

nan
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man wasligroamng and . wan lying
prone onJ]m back with arma axbonded
Ha told of noticing Sturguu' hat near
tha, body i:ut did net see tha gut, Which -
was aftérwards, found by . Dcput.y u.
S Ma1shul Casler.-. .

McNutt immediately atarted for
Baxter's ne\'.s stand, where  Stutgus
was m tlr; habit of\frequantms'. +and
uhnut bplf way hetweun the nto.h*wa.r ;
and | s he met“ Mm."ﬁaxtcr, .
whom 1eauld of” the oecumnco., Mc- ’

Nutt saig| that he theu contlnued his
jowrney i quest of Sturzﬁs and wnnt
even 8o far as the -‘Gmmnt hot.cl.
MeNutt bcstxﬁcd that tho body wasly-
ing in thq snow nearthe foot. of the
stairway wsth his hegcl polriting, enat;
the man’h coat was ppent but McNutt
snid he n;l}d not rem ber abont the .

'conﬁltmnl of the veét, 3k The snow W’

well pucl ed aiid MedBavh-anid- hee- o -
ne signs -of .4 struggle in the viclnity.
He practivally fixed, the heur of find-
fug the bady at 9116 Sunday night and
said that two hours previously he had
heard a ahot. but could not locato the
direction: ‘ Following testlmony pmvca
cnncluaweh that the shot he heard had
no beunng on the easq,
\'lq Baxter’s Testimony. .
Mrs, Henry Baxter wos the noxt’ -
witneaa called and sha told of return-
ing (rom'the firat ghow withher nonl
find duughber-in- law, ¥Mr. and Mrs
Lyle Larson, at sbout 9:1F Sunday”
night. The two famzhea accupy aparte
ments on the second floor of the Ky-
vig building, first fleor occupled by tho
Anchorage Drig atore. At the Fourth
avenue entrange Mrs, Baxter stated

[Contlnucd on page 2.)
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{Continued from page 1)
thut Sturpus addressed them bivk none
-of the party undevstcod his  words,
Mrs, Baxter aalﬁ she noticed thati
Stargus aneted pccuhm%y and ufter1
going up stairs and fixing the ﬁregk
she said she got fo worrying abott the |
incident qnﬂ- again wenb down stairs to
n3certain if anything was wrong \\"it!:
Sturgus who wos a  friend of the
Baxters of many years standing. Not
- finding Sturgus in  Buxter's News
Stand she said she went to the Stur-
gus home and not finding bimm asked
Mra, §turgis wheve he was.
Retp'rning to town Mrs. Baxter in-
. tended to call on Mrs, Felix Brown,
" Tiving at the Anchorage hgtet,” and
iater changed her mind amﬁ-\wa/lked
across from B strect, nt the vep? 81 the
Baxter store, to the rear stairway
leading to the .Baxter apartments
above referred to,
. meeting MeNutt us corroborated in

bis {estimony., When told of the wun
Iying on the annw‘nt the foot of the,
stairs Mus, Baxter 1mmedmteiy went
te him and wecognized Surgus, who
she suid was groaning audibly aud
throwing his head fmm side to side.
The witness said she lmett at the
side of the body and saw he was bud-
Iy hurt, Sturguys vecognized her and
called her “Ma," & name she is known
by to other Anchovage friends. Soe-
ing that she couid do nothing alone
Mrs, Baxter rushed to the Raxter stove
and notified her husband and other
goentlemen who immediately went to
Sturgds’ assistance,

Mra. Bexter said she heard no ve-
poit of a gun, nor any aisturhunce.
The witness corroborated other tebti-
mony relative to the position aof the
hoily, condition af clothes, time of
shooting and other details. During
her-testimony Mrs. Baxter mentionwl
that she noticed Sturgus had actwl pe-
cuttarly during the early part of Lha

day night,

afternoon when he made- a friendly

visit to the family, as wns his custom,
Saw Flash of Gun,

Mrs. Lillian Keely, employe ot the
government hospital, follewed Mus.
Baxter, and testified that she saw the
flash,of a gun Sunday night while
walking east’in the =lley, bebween}
Third and Fourth avenue, on the way
to the hespital. Mrs. Keely deseribed
her locatioy at thd_time af a point in
the rear of the vacant lot, {ronting on
Fourth, between the, Kyvig'am:l Shaw
buildings, Also she fixed the location
of the flash at the rear of the Ryvig
building and the time about 9:15 Sun
Mrs, Keely said she haml

The witness told of
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no disturhance nor any evidence of a
seuffle.  She heard the veport, which
she soid was mufled. The witness
saw no one in the vieinity of where
the report came from and pnrtjculéu-ly
said she watehed for movements,
Later she mef and talked to Mys, Br.
nest Richter and saw & man at the
rear of the Liberty enfe, who it later
dleveloped was Louis Poppas.  Mes.
Keely said the ﬁl’\sh was sbout on the
leve! with her eyes.

Mrs, Richter Testifics.

Mrs, Erneat Richter, of the 1"chter
hotel, teatified that.as she .md her
¥oung son were refurning from the
first show, about 9:18 Sunday. night
she heard the veport of o gun, Mrs,
Richter, at the time, was nesr the
southeast entrance of the hotel, which
is situated un the alley off of ¥ sirest
and across from the Hewitt buitding.
Mra, Richter testified that she henrd
ne commotion of any kind, nor di<l she
HEC anyone running away from or in
the vieinity of the place where the
veport came {rom, although the fights
fram the Richter hetel iHuminate eon-
siderable space in the vear of the busi- |
ness housen  {requently referlml to.
The witiieas in the muin substanti Lmt
Mrs, Keely’s testimony in reréranc&to
time, locatipn of the report and ather
points conndeted with the case. .’

Louls Poppes Testifien,!

Louis Poppas, proprietor of & coffee
housé located on the alley | corner
fronting B street and.in the = sume
bu:]dmg with the Liberty cufg. testi-
fied Uhat he heard the rgport byt could
net locate the position. Poppus snid
he went to the renr of his place at the
time he hoald ihe report, w‘l\ich he
said sounded like the veport of a .22
calibre vifle. Me wmentioned ihaying
seen Mrs. Richter amd Mys, [Keoty and
said thut he snw no ope ofher than
the two ladies in the \ricinity -nr the
shooting,
Corraborative '1."v.'::itu'nml)I {

"Archie Adams, afhilated \\llh the
Alaskan Engincering cgmmisafon, tes-
tified tat as he Yas returning from
the first show Sunday night the heard
the-report of & gun and fxed the foea-
tion at'the rear of the Kyvig thilding.
Mr. Adums said at the Hine o |Lhc rés
port he was walking along the north
sile of Fourth avenue and between the
Shaw and Hyvig buildings.
ixed the hour at about 9:15 aml said
that he saw some one in the alley,
which wils proven to have heen Mus.
Keely, Adwins saidl he dil not hear
any sounds of a straggle nor doe nny-
one tunning awny from the spot, al-
though he listened and looked intently

for such signa.
(Centinued on page 5.)
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