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PTUI’ D T EN CI‘N TS

- STURGUS
AT A0S

|

TEST \MONY AT CGRONER’S
HOUR 01 DEATH—~EVIDD Cl] 01‘ CORROBO-'

RATIVE NATURE-NO NEW! DEVELOPMENTS;
REIIABLE WITNESSES TESTII‘Y 70 EEARING
SHOT—CASE BAFFLES ormcmzs

That “the death of John J. Sturgus was- due t‘,c a gun—

‘shot w und, injuring the heart and other'or

ng, and that

ihe shot Whlch caused his-death Was fired from a gun in-

the hands of parijes unknown with i

tent to'kill” wad the

HIEF OF POLICE STURG

verdiet rendered by the jury that héard the testimony in -
the coroner’s inquést held yesterday ftemoon. o :

NQ New Deyelopments,

Wlth Judge Leopold David presiding
the inquisiticn wpon the body of Stur-
ges wus palled ab 2:30. , The follow-
ing were impaneled and sworn in as
jurors: Jack Callin, Charles Cadwal:
lader, R. [0, Albritton,
n and Lyle Larson.

Tiuitt ve resented the government,
Tegtimony-0f-the .wvariouss witnesses |’
ought ofit no new devélopinents whd
the verdigt' rendered “was freely pre-
sticted, .

MeNutt's Teslimony.

_John MpXNutt, specul night watche
man and Gre patrol paid by bhe mer-
chants, was the first witness and the
avidence divuiged did not vary partic-
ularly from former reports.

MeNut
‘Sf.urgua near the foot of the stairway
the second story of the Ky-
vig building, cecunied as living quai-
ters.  He|explained that in his duties
af ‘patrolihan he, watehed the fires in
the differant buﬂdmgs and ocension-
ally “stoked up.” Leaving the Hewitl
building, Wwhere he had fixed the fur-
nnce fire MeNutt, rounds
Jussed. ati the rear of the Xyvig build-
ing \\hm he noticed a man lying
prone mithe path which leads from
Foutth ayenue to the premises, Me-
Nutt tesiified that he presumed the
nap wasian ordinary drunk whem he

Jpnot wco-g'niz.e as Sturgus from the
fact that. after failing to get a ree
sponse td lis efforts to geb the man up
ffeNutt Started after Sturgus, as was

on his

3 tay nature
T

Tis custom in previous cases of a sini-
McNutt testified thub the

H. J. Emard "

1
man waaigroamng m:d swas lylng

prone onJﬂa back with axms extmded
He told of noticing Sturguu’ hat near

the body but did not eee the gun, which -

wags afterwards, found by . Dcpnty u.
S Mms}ml Casters. N

McNuttl, immeadintely started for-
DBaxter's ne\\s stand, whers,, Stutgud
was in t}lc? habit of\frequenting, - and
about hplf way be!:ween the nu\h'way

\n’d B’ux?.’cl s he met* Mrﬂ “Baxtcr. .

Nutt snidj that he thcq contixmed his
journey. i quest of Sturg'us and wcnt
even so nr ns the ‘(',‘mmnt hotcl

whum ha.ﬁwl& of" t'.he ocmmncc.\ Mc- "

4

MeNats mstlfzed that the body was Iy~

ing in thq snow nenr”the fovt.of the
stairway [with his h?fld polnting, eant}

teld of finding the body of

the, mew's coat was open but MeNutt
snid he d;d not rem ber mbout the
condltion of the veat.3, Tha snow Wy

well paclfed aid MefFave-onld he oaw K

no signs of .a atruggle in the vielnity.

He practically fixed, the hour of find-

igg the body at 9t 15 Sunday right and
said that two hours previously he hoad
heard a ahot. but. could not iocato the
divection’ Following tentlmuny pmwﬂ
concluswrﬂv that the shot he heard had
no hcurmg on the case,

\Il; Baxter's Testimony.

Mrs: Henry Buxter was the noxt
witneas cslied and sha told of return-
ing from‘the first ghow with her son)
ind duughter-in-law, Mr. and M
Lyle Larson, at about 9:iif Sunday’
night, The fwo famllma aceupy apart-
ments on the second floor of the Ky-
vig building, Arst fleor eceupled by the
Anchorage Drig store, At the Fourth
avenue entrange Mrs, Baxter stated

[Contmucd an paga 2.)
d

F

CORO\DR'F‘- JORY
RETURNS VERDICT

(Conginued from page 1}
that Sturgus addressed them but none
-oE thé party undevstood his  words.
Mrs, Baxter aaid she noticed thiat |
Sturgus seted pecuhmly and after

going up staira and fxiag the ﬁres"‘
she aaid she got to worrying aboit the

incident qnd again went down stairs to
ugcertain if anything was wrong \‘\"ith
Sturgus whoe wos o friend of the
Baxters of mauy years standing. Not
- finding Sturgus in  Baxier's News
Stand she said she went o the Stur-
gus home and not finding him asked
Mrs, Slurgis where he was.
Returning to town Mrs, Baxter in-

. tended torcall on Mrs, Pelix Brown,

"Tiving at the Anchorage hotel, and
later changed her mind and‘Z'.\wu}ked
across from B street, at the reaf of the
Baxter store, to the rear stairway
“leading to the .Baxter apartments
above referred to.
. meeting McNutt as  corroborated in

his testimony. When told of the maun
lying ow the snuw‘ut the foot of the,
stairs Mra, Baxter |mmedmtety went
to him and vecognized Surgus, who
she suid was groaning audibly aud
throwing his head from side fo side.
The witness said she “knelt at the
side of the body and saw he was bud-
ty hurt, Sturgus vecognized her and
called her “Ma,” a name she is lnown
by to other Anchorage friends, See-
ing that she could do nothing alone
Mrs. Baxter rushed to the Bexter store
and notified her hushand and other
gentlemen who immediately went to
Sturgls’ assistance.

Mrs. Baxter said she heard no ve.
poft of a gun, nor any aisturbance.
The witness coyvoborated other Lle§Li-
mony relative to the positien of the
body, eondition of ciothes, time of
shooting and' other details, During
her-teatimony Mrs. Baxfer mentioned
that she noticed Sturgus had acted pe-
culinrly during the esrly part of Lhe
afternoon when he made: a fricndly

vigit to the family, as wae his cu.-&om.
Saw Flaah of Gun.

Mra: Lillan Xeely, employe ut the
government hospital, followed Mus,
Baxter, and testified that she saw the
flash, of a gun Sunday night while
walking east’in the alley, hetweeni
Third and Fourth avenne, on the way
to the hospital. Muvs, Keely described
her location at thd time at a point in
the rear of the vacant lot, fronting on
Fourth, bebween the Kyvig‘nngi Shaw
buildings. Alas she fixed the location
of the fiash at the vear of the Kyvig
building and the time about 9:15 Sun
day night, ¥re. Keely snid she hoaal

The witness told of !

S FOUND DEAD

no ‘dlstmhance nor any evidenee of a
scuffie.  She henrd the report, whisgh
she said was wmuffled. The witness
saw no one in the vieinity of where
the report came from and particularly
said  she watched for mdvements.
Later she mef and taliced to Mrs, B
neat Richtm_' andt saw @ man ab the
vear of the Liberty eafe, who it later
tlevelaped was Louis Poppas. M.
Lieely said the fash was nhout on the
level with her eyes,

Mrs, Richter Testifica,

Mrs, Brnest Richter, of the Hichter
hotet, teslified that.as she am'l her
young son were retwrning from the
first show, about '9:15 Sanday night
she henrd the veport of a gun, Mrs,
Uehter, at the time, was nemr the
southeast antrance of the hotel, which
is situated un the aliey off of I strect
ard across from the Hewitt building. !
#lre. Richter testified that she hnm‘d'
no commetion of any kind, nor ilid she
see anyone running away from or in
the vicinity of the pluce where the
report came fyom, altl‘gough the lights
from the Richter hotel illuminate ron- |
siderable space in the rear of the Lusi-|
neas houges  {requently refarred to. |
The wittieas i in the muin nuhstuntl ted
Mra. Xeoly's testimony in refer onc&tn
time, location of the report and other
points conndéted with the case.

Loule Poppas Teatiflen.!

Louis Poppns, proprietor of t cofTee
housé located on the alley | corner
fronting I street and.in  the ™ same
bm}tlmg with the Liberty cuf?. testi~
fied that he heard the repart byt could
not locate the position., Poppus snid
e went to the vear of his pluqe at the
time he heatd the report, which he
said sounded Jike the report of & 22
calibre vifle, He mentioned haying
seen Mrs. Richter and Mrs, Keely and
said that e saw no ope other than
the btwa ladies in the vicinity mr the
shooting. :

Corroborative 'I‘LatlmmuI [

‘Archie Adams, nrhiluteri \\1:11 the
Alasksn Engincering cqmmisafon, tes
tificd tiat as he \'vas returning from
the first show Sunday nightihe heard
therreport of a gun ad fixed the locn-
tion nt'the rear of the Wyvig building.
M. Adums said at the time o Ithn re-
port he was wulking along the north
side of Tourth avenue and between the
Shaw and Kyvig buitdings. He also
fixed the hour at about 9:15 and said
that he saw some ane in the alley,
which was proven to have heen Mis,
Teely.,  Adums saitl he did nel hewr
any sounds of a struggie nor doe amy-
one running away from the spet. al-
thougl he listened nnd locked intently

for auch signs,
{Continued on page 5.)




CORONERSIURY . /]
RETURNS VERDICT
{Continued from poge 2)

" Other Witnesses, :
Oscar Anderson, Anchorage merch.
ant, told of having met angd spoken tg

Sturgus shortly after 8 o'clock Sunday

evening in front of the Kyvig building

and a few moments afterward heurd_

1
8 réport to which he attached no sig-
nificance. )

Wm, C. Hunt, of the Anchovage
Machine shops, told of having met
Sturgus in_front of the Hewitt builds
ing af and a party were returning
from the firat show. fant testified &4
leter assisting in carrying the body
to the Richter hotel. The witnesy said
that when he renched Sturgus, he wog
groaning and said “Oh my head” and
“Oh Bobby, Bobhy.” ’I'fpe witness said |
that Stargus’ mackinaw and coat wnrel
unbuttoned and he thought the two
top buttons of his vest were unbyt
toned, . . "
~ The witness aubstantinted .fur.;nezf.
evidence ag regards the prs'tion &f the
body and said that he séarehcd but did
not find any gun on Stu.pus. Therd
was ho evidence of z strupgle in F!w'
vieinity of wheve the body was founds
Hunt said. f !

Deputy Marshat Casler told of find-
iitg [ gun u few feet away from where
lhe body was lying and identifiesl the
gun, which was produced as an exhibit
in the case. Casler said that when he
found the gun one shell was émpty. He
could not say whether the hammey ot
the time-was on the empty shell,

Drs. Romig and Spalding appenved
as  professionnl -witnesses and ex-
plained the direet eause of deatl:, lend-
ing up to the point with detailed testi-
m'ony of o technieat nature, '

Both doctors testified‘that Sturgus’
shirt, which was shown as. evidence,
has powder marks on it, under the flap
of the left poeket where the bullet on-
tered, Thgy told of efforts made to al-
leviate suffering and to anve Sturgus’
life, The bullet extracted from the
body was identified by.both Dr. Romig
and I}r, Spalding.

Dr, Romig testified that while on
the operating table and also while.at’
Richter’s Sturgus several times spoke
and nsked to be turned over and sgid

‘the light hurt his eyes, To repeated

nuestions asked him regarding whe
shot him Sturgus did not snswer.

The profeséional testimony was
practically identical, and included a
report of the second autopsy which
failed to reveal any confusion or the
brain and no injury either internal or
exiernal to the sealp or skuil,

Carried Two Guns.

- The teatimony of Deputy U, 'S, Mar-
shal Clavence Mossman brought out
the fact that the deceased was in the
habit of carrying two guns, of differ-
ent calibve, The twitnoss, identified
the gun.found near the body as the
ene he had given Sturgus. Mossman
said the gun showed signs of having
been recently fired, and identifietk the
bullet extracted from the hody as be-
longing to Sturgus’ gun, The witness
explained to the juwy the result of his
deinonstration of firing o gt;.n from
different distances relative to the bul-
let hole and marks on the shi}'t worn
by the deceased. He sald he did not
know of Sturgus having any particu-

lar trouble or enemies other thon the

o peace 'officer, . The' withess :ﬂi'utcd
that he did not believe Sturgus was

if he ivas being shadowed he, Moss-
man, was net awabe of the fact.

gether with his money and papers, at
home Sunday, and that the aecor;(l gon
was unadeounted for. Mogsman testi-
fied that his efforts to areuse 'Sj.m;gus
while' at the hospital and at Richier's
were snavailing and he received no ve-
ply to the repeated questions in -the
endeavor fo lenin of soma clue to the
crime,

Following the” heaving of tostimony
the Jury examined the bédy at:the
morgue and further examinatio:n of a
purely t'éelmicnl hature wad. henpd,

Funeral This Afternoon.
A large number of friends of the
deceased il family attended the sol-
emn funeral eceremony conducted! by

the members of the Anchorage Eiks

lodge t!{is_ai‘terho‘on it Robarty’ fipj},”
. The Sprvices Were oy
sive dnd marked the r
the. der_:fnsed was Leld by the peoply
of “Ancf orage.. Members of the Moose
and Tagle lodges aftended the funcral
iq a ho:iy. A large number of mourn-
ers followed the body to the Ancho.
'lage Lemetery, where further
were conducted,

p'ecl'nlly‘imp:l‘f:s-
espect in which

services
. The 'Bank of An‘chorr‘&‘f;c and  {he
Bank, of Alagka and many  business
houses closed during the funerp) hout
‘und fiags fiying from the Tederal bujle-
ing, towngite building, fire hpY el
cr;thera woere at h!‘]lf must all day toduy.
]‘I‘he c;‘ty council has offered g 1g-
ward of $5,000 andi the members of {1,¢
couneil ‘3950 for the apprehension of

vsual affairs connected with the life of

laboring iunder any mental strain and

He mertioned the faet that Sturgus |
had 1eft his “hilly" and handeutls, to-

the slayer of Jpek Sturgus, whese un~
timely c;ienth all Anchorage nmeurnz,



